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proposals, similar to ours, being dis-
cussed and a compromise ultimately
being sent to the President this year.

I will continue to work to ensure
that the provisions in our legislation
dealing with rural communities and ag-
riculture remain in a final version that
is signed into law by the President.

—_——

ONE-MONTH ANNIVERSARY OF
TERRORIST ATTACKS

Mrs. CARNAHAN. Mr. President,
grief has changed the face of America.
We are a tear-stained Nation. But
today, one month after the September
11 attacks, we are one America, united
as seldom before.

Patriotism prevails throughout the
country. The pins on our jackets, the
flags taped to cars and hanging from
windows, the millions of dollars in do-
nations to the victims, this is the
American response to tragedy.

We are united in support of our
troops flying dangerous missions over
Afghanistan. This is the first step in a
prolonged campaign against the terror-
ists. It is a necessary step and it is di-
rected at the right targets, the Taliban
government that has given safe harbor
to terrorist organizations for far too
long.

Americans are also united in sym-
pathy with the Afghan people. While
our bombers are flying over Taliban
strongholds, our C-17s are dropping
food to the refugees.

Today, our thoughts are with those
who lost their lives one month ago, and
with the families who said goodbye to
their loved ones for the last time.

But in the past month, we have seen
the great spirit of Americans. The ha-
tred and utter disregard for human life
shown by the terrorists stands in stark
contrast to the outpouring of sym-
pathy and compassion by millions of
Americans, in acts great and small. We
gave what we could: Money, water,
shelter, blood, and sometimes just a
shoulder to lean on. Entertainers came
together for an unprecedented benefit,
athletes donated their salaries, and
children even donated their piggy
banks.

Among the most inspiring stories of
September 11 were the rescue workers.
Sadly, many of the heroes of Sep-
tember 11 are now among the victims.
Their valor has inspired the Nation.
Their sacrifice will not go unnoted or
their deeds unsung. If those rescue
workers could muster the strength to
do what was needed then, surely our
Nation can find the strength to do
what is needed now.

We must prepare our military,
strengthen our intelligence operations,
and tighten our security. And we must
rally behind our President.

Let those who practice terrorism or
harbor terrorists have no doubt about
America’s intent. We will find you. We
will strike you militarily, economi-
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cally, and politically. And you will pay
a heavy price for your acts against
mankind.

We have overcome the enemies of
freedom before. We conquered the evil
of fascism in Europe and Asia, rescued
democracy, and built a better world.
We defied communism for decades pow-
ered by the certainty that freedom
would ultimately triumph over oppres-
sion. You will not take these gains
from us.

Though we mourn the loss of our fel-
low Americans, our eyes are undimmed
by tears. Our dreams are undiminished
by fear. From the ashes of terrorism,
we will build a new tower to freedom
that will cast its light around the
world.

And, with God’s help, we will prove
again what the poet Carl Sandburg
once said: “We are Americans. Nothing
like us ever was.”

—

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, statis-
tics show that a woman is raped every
five minutes in the United States and
that one in every three adult women
experiences at least one physical as-
sault by a partner during adulthood. In
fact, more women are injured by do-
mestic violence each year than by
automobile accidents and cancer
deaths combined.

October, as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, is a good time to
take a serious look at the progress
we’ve made in addressing the problem
of abuse against women in our commu-
nities. In 1983, I introduced legislation
in the South Dakota State Legislature
to use marriage license fees to help
fund domestic abuse shelters. At that
time, thousands of South Dakota
women and children were in need of
shelters and programs to help them.
However, few people wanted to ac-
knowledge that domestic abuse oc-
curred in their communities, or even in
their homes.

During the last 7 years, I have led ef-
forts in the United States Congress to
authorize the original Violence Against
Women Act, VAWA, and, most re-
cently, expand and improve the pro-
gram to assist rural communities.
South Dakota has received over $8 mil-
lion in VAWA funds for women’s’ shel-
ters and family violence prevention
services. In addition the law has dou-
bled prison time for repeat sex offend-
ers, established mandatory restitution
to victims of violence against women,
and strengthened interstate enforce-
ment of violent crimes against women.
South Dakotans can also call a nation-
wide toll-free hotline for immediate
crisis intervention help and free refer-
rals to local services. The number for
women to call for help is 1-800-799-
SAFE.

In South Dakota last year, over 5,500
women were provided assistance in do-
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mestic violence shelters and outreach
centers thanks, in part, to VAWA
funds. While I am pleased that we have
made significant progress in getting re-
sources to thousands of South Dakota
women in need, it is important to look
beyond the numbers. Fifty-five hun-
dred neighbors, sisters, daughters, and
wives in South Dakota were victimized
by abuse last year. Thousands of other
women are abused and don’t seek help.
We must also recognize that the prob-
lem is multiplied on the reservations
where Native American women are
abused at two and a half times the na-
tional rate and are more than twice as
likely to be rape victims as any other
race of women.

The words of a domestic abuse sur-
vivor may best illustrate the need to
remain vigilant in Congress and in our
communities on preventing domestic
abuse. A woman from my State wrote
me and explained that she was abused
as a child, raped as a teenager, and
emotionally abused as a wife. Her
grandchildren were also abused. In her
letter, she pleaded: ‘“‘Don’t let another
woman go through what I went
through, and please don’t let another
child go through what my grand-
children have gone through. You can
make a difference.” We all can make a
difference by protecting women from
violence and abuse.

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of this year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred July 6, 2001 in
Monmouth County, NJ. Seven people
were sentenced on multiple counts, in-
cluding aggravated assault and harass-
ment by bias intimidation under the
state law, for assaulting a 23-year-old
learning disabled man with hearing and
speech impediments. The victim was
lured to a party, bound, and physically
and verbally assaulted for three hours.
Later, he was taken to a wooded area
where the torture continued until he
was able to escape.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.
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